
Hi everyone, here is our updated plan. We would love to hear from anyone interested! 
 
We are in the beginning stages of permaculture education centers and free community 
permaculture gardens at Crown Point in Bath, in Inner City Akron and in Seville, Ohio.  We are 
reaching out to see if anyone has any interest in assisting us, as these plans and meetings 
move forward. 
 
My initial vision was to have the "Pay it forward" permaculture campaign combined with a 
community garden that would feed underprivileged neighborhoods. 
 
We tossed around such ideas starting about 7 years ago when we lived near downtown Akron 
(Highland Square). Unfortunately we were not able to gain much momentum and had difficulty 
reaching anyone at the city that had any interest in leasing/donating vacant city lots. We have 
since watched Akron vacant lots turn into community gardens and our hope is that this is now 
the right time. 
 
The current vision would be a multi-acre permaculture establishment that would not only grow 
food for the underprivileged and homeless, but also serve as a teaching facility to show people 
that they can indeed replicate the system in their own yards and neighborhoods. 
 
We are willing to teach permaculture, put forth the physical labor and market the program ( both 
my wife and myself have undergraduate degrees in Marketing and many years of Local/Organic 
Food related entrepreneurial experience). 
 
We are able to donate/share seeds and plants as well, although that resource is somewhat 
currently limited. 
 
There could also be the option of selling some of the produce to local restaurants and school 
systems (Cloverleaf School District is interested) and this could help fund further efforts. 
 
My first step is to gather local experts and activists into a group of 10 to 20 that will meet 
regularly and keep this effort organized and moving forward.  There are now 3 or 4 from Crown 
Point, 3 more from the U of Akron, and myself.  
 
 I feel that many of the collaborative 2017 goals should be connecting with 4H groups, FFA 
groups, the private schools such as Spring Garden and Old Trail, as well as public schools. 
 
Getting an inner city Akron public school or two into the program right of the bat would be a 
great idea. Spring Garden, Old Trail and organizations such as these are perfect, but also 
already filled with very like minded people. Since a main goal is education and tackling the 
hunger issues, we need to quickly get right to those most in need. 
 
Involving 4H and FFA is perfect because these groups have kids who are interested in 



agriculture and need projects/volunteer time---but the only agriculture they are broadly exposed 
to is big Ag. We can help shift the entire focus of 4H and create a new generation of kids 
interested in Permaculture and better farming techniques. 
 
We would need to test any soil and then find a way to restore it.  I will be researching further into 
systems to repair soil.  Worm bins and fungus are tools for soil repair.  
 
We should have bee hives at or near the city site, when we plant it. 
 
 


