
We are teaching a Permaculture Design Certificate (PDC) Course and an Appropriate 
Technology Course (ATC) back to back, May 28 through June 10, and June 12 through June 
23, 2017. With 8 guest instructors, and a major focus on homestead-scale permaculture the 
PDC extravaganza will have a heavy emphasis on Design, with multiple projects to enhance 
students' design skills.

The tickets sold out quickly for these courses. While we found a way to fit more students, many 
others are disappointed they can’t attend.

Interested people have contacted us wanting to purchase video footage of the courses.  That 
sounded cool so we looked into what this would entail. We found a guy who can do more than 
just video footage - he can live stream the courses as well!

Now we need equipment to make this magic happen. Here’s an opportunity to help us purchase 
some special equipment, so we can get these amazing courses on film.

You can read all about the courses here: the Permaculture Design Course and the Appropriate 
Technology Course.

Instructors

We chose our instructors and guest instructors for their expertise and passion, and they will all 
add their unique and distinctive flavors to the courses.

Tim Barker, PDC & ATC Instructor

Tim spends his time between Australia and New Zealand (and sometimes the US) as a semi-
professional pyromaniac and mad scientist, teaching people how to burn stuff and make really 
cool machines and devices for low-carbon living. He currently teaches appropriate technology 
for the Koanga Institute in New Zealand and Very Edible Gardens (VEG) in Melbourne, to name 
a few.

Paul Wheaton, PDC Instructor

In 2012, Geoff Lawton dubbed Paul Wheaton The Duke of Permaculture. Paul, also known as 
the bad boy of Permaculture, is the creator of two on-line communities. One is about 
Permaculture, permies.com, and one is about software engineering, CodeRanch.com. He is 
keen on making permaculture both beautiful and profitable.

Thomas J. Elpel
 
Thomas is an author, natural builder, educator and conservationist. He has authored multiple 
books: Foraging the Mountain West, Botany in a Day, Shanleya's Quest and others about plant 
identification, wilderness survival, and sustainable living, and has multiple videos. Thomas 
regularly teaches classes on plant identification, primitive skills and natural building. He is 

https://richsoil.com/pdc.jsp
https://richsoil.com/pdc.jsp%23atc
https://richsoil.com/pdc.jsp%23atc
http://www.koanga.org.nz
https://www.veryediblegardens.com.au
https://permies.com
https://coderanch.com
http://www.hopspress.com/Books/Foraging_The_Mountain_West.htm
https://permies.com/wiki/23598/Botany-Day-Thomas-Elpel
https://permies.com/wiki/49007/Shanleya-Quest-Botany-Adventure-Kids


founder/director of Green University, LLC in Pony, Montana.  

Helen Atthowe, Guest Instructor
 
Dubbed Goddess of the Soil by Paul Wheaton, Helen is a master gardener, farmer and 
consultant. She had first hand experience with Masanobu Fukuoka and was a horticulture 
extension agent in Montana for 15 years. She owned and operated Biodesign Farm near 
Missoula, Montana for 17 years. She consults for different vegetable growers, including a 2000 
acre organic fruit and vegetable farm. She is now an advocate of Veganic Permaculture.

Ernie Wisner, Guest Instructor 

Ernie is a botanist, educator, writer, researcher, rocket mass heater innovator, natural builder, 
and boat aficionado. He worked in the merchant navy and has tremendous experience with 
hydraulic and hot water systems. Semi-retired due to a disabling injury, Ernie still makes time for 
the occasional workshop or fascinating prototype project. He co-authored multiple books with 
his wife Erica and is featured in many videos, documentaries and podcasts. Ernie is a wealth of 
knowledge; there are not many topics on which he does not have an opinion.

Erica Wisner 

Erica is a science and art educator, curriculum developer, writer, illustrator, researcher, and 
rocket mass heater innovator. She loves making anything from blueberry scones to the oven 
itself, all from scratch. Erica is a skilled educator and project coordinator. Her experience spans 
over 15 years of building teamwork and leading hands-on learning experiences. She and her 
husband Ernie have taught numerous workshops on natural building and rocket mass heaters. 
Erica has written multiple books on rocket mass heaters, fire making, and survival shelters. 
Many videos, documentaries, and podcasts on rocket mass heaters feature Erica.

Jacqueline Freeman

Jacqueline is a biodynamic farmer, author, and natural beekeeper known for her gentle and 
understanding way with bees. She appears in the honeybee documentary, Queen of the Sun, 
and the USDA hired her to work with rural farmers and beekeepers in the Dominican Republic 
using historic methods of respectful beekeeping. She lives on a farm in Washington state with 
her husband, Joseph, with orchards, gardens, two big greenhouses, a small forest, rich 
pastures and plenty of flowering bee forage. Jacqueline also has experience raising livestock: 
cows, goats, chickens for laying and broilers, turkeys, and horses. She has two websites: 
SpiritBee.com and friendlyhaven.com.

Zach Weiss 

Protégé of legendary Austrian farmer Sepp Holzer, Zach is the first person to earn Holzer 
Practitioner Certification outside of the Krameterhof training program. Blending a unique 
combination of systems thinking, empathy, and awareness, Zach uses an action-oriented 
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process to improve human relationships with earth. Enhancing ecosystems and harvesting 
natural productivity over time is his ultimate goal - with high initial input, high yield systems will 
last until the next ice age.

Zach currently has projects in 11 nations on 4 continents, spanning a wide range of climates, 
contexts, land-forms and ecosystems. Having experience with a wide range of techniques and 
systems (natural building, greenhouses, carpentry, watershed restoration), Zach also graduated 
summa cum laude with a degree in Ecology. He has two websites, elementalecosystems.com 
and holzerpermaculture.us.

Davin Hoyt, Guest Instructor
 
Davin is an architect, artist, and entrepreneur. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Architecture and 
has 16 years of drafting experience. Davin has established two community gardens in 
Georgetown, Texas and he is the first to map Wheaton Labs. Davin runs a one-man 
architecture firm and will soon be a small restaurant chain partner. He is the future illustrator of 
Paul's book on "Wofatis".
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